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Overrules is the official quarterly newsletter for all tennis officials in USTA Northern. 
Items included in each quarterly issue are upcoming news and notes, 
trainings/evaluations, rules and procedures updates, milestones, introductions to new 
officials and a showcase about an official working in our Section. Ideas and information 
is always welcome. If you have anything you would like to add, please e-mail Kristi 
Bushinski at bushinski@northern.usta.com. 
 
Officials Appreciation Party 

Board Member John Wilcox and his wife Jann graciously hosted the Officials Appreciation Party on 
December 3.  Thanks so much John and Jann! Although it is a busy time of year, there were a number of 
officials, USTA Board Members and USTA staff that came to enjoy good food, drinks and conversation.  
Dick Arians was the lucky winner of Seiko stop watch. Congratulations!!  I hope everyone has a safe and 
happy holiday season, I appreciate all you do!  Thanks. Kristi 
 

      
 

    
 



You Make The Call …  
 
A new series for Northern officials by Northern officials.  This new series is an attempt to start a dialog 
among our official’s community about situations that occur that may or may not have an apparent simple 
solution. When we sent out the survey earlier this fall, this was an idea that came forth from the results.  
Anyone from the officials group may send a scenario to be presented in future newsletters.  You may also 
send in possible options that could be considered, and the path followed, with some reflection of the 
outcome.   
 
The situation …. I was doing a chair for a charity event, which I thought would be easy because these 
matches normally are. Everyone is there to have fun right? And it is for charity!  
 
On the second point of the match, the server fell to the court in pain after his first serve. I jumped out of 
the chair, started my stopwatch and went over to the player to help. I explained the medical time-out 
procedure to him. He received treatment and went back out to play although he was greatly limited. At the 
conclusion of the first game (not a changeover) the opponent asked me to explain the medical timeout 
process. While talking to his opponent, I noticed the injured player on the ground receiving treatment from 
a fan. 
  
What would you do in this situation?  
 
News, Notes and Reminders 
 
Upcoming Clinics/Trainings/Evaluations/School 
Chair clinics will be conducted the first two weekends of January at Life Time Fitness - Lakeville (more 
details will be known later in the month). They will be held either Saturday afternoons or Sunday mornings 
on those two weekends.  If anyone knows of someone looking to get into officiating (Level 1), or if anyone 
is looking to move their ranking up, (i.e., college level) and would like to attend, or be evaluated, please 
contact Kristi Bushinski at Bushinski@northern.usta.com.   
 
Calendar/Schedule Blocking 
Thank you to everyone for keeping their calendars updated with their availability in Arbiter. We are 
moving into college season which is a very busy time for scheduling. Please continue to keep your 
calendars updated to reflect your availability. Thank you! 
 
Recertfications 
Recertifications need to be complete by December 31, 2015, please make sure the button is clicked in 
NUCULA to be recertified. 
 
 
Best Practices & Reminders 
 
Rates of Pay for 2016 
Fee Structure for Assignments 

Junior/Adult/High School  
      2016 - roving $19 
      2016 - chairs $45 
     
MIAC - Division III 
    2016 - MIAC –Twin Cities $852016 - MIAC - Moorhead/Concordia $85+$15 mileage from MIAC 
  2016 - MIAC - Sartell/CSB/St. Joseph $85+$15 mileage from MIAC 
  2016 - MIAC - Gustavus $100 
  2016 - MIAC - Owatonna $100 



  2016 - MIAC - Winona $85+ $40 mileage from MIAC 
  2016 - MIAC – Carleton/Northfield $95   
 
2016 MIAC Playoffs 

$85-$100 per match (depending on location), Referee will be designated and will work 
entire event, officials will be offered housing and either a meal card or a meal stipend, 
standard government mileage will be given. 

 
Gophers - Division I 
  Duals 
  2015/2016 Referee - $140 
  2015/2016 Doubles/Singles Chair - $130 
  2015/2016 Singles Chair - $130 

   
Tournaments/Invitationals 

  2015/2016 Referee - $24 
  2015/2016 Roving - $20 
  2015/2016 Chair - $60 
 
Other ITA Events - Division I, II and III 
  2016 Referee/Roving - $20 
   
  
ITA Update 
 
Dear ITA Officials,  
  
I hope the fall has treated you well; we truly appreciate your service during the busy ITA Fall Schedule.  I 
am writing to you as a follow-up to the e-mail sent by ITA CEO Tim Russell on August 7, 2015, to provide 
you with some updates on the ITA Officials Certification Process and ITA Official Task Force.   
  
As you know, back in August, we reached out to you to inform you about the USTA's decision to no 
longer certify ITA Officials starting in January 2016.  Since then, we have put together an ITA Officials 
Task Force to help design and roll out what will be the ITA Officials' Certification Process.  This task force 
has been organized into five (5) sub-committees, with each sub-committee chaired by a task force 
member. We appreciate many of you who have helped our task force and sub-committees-both formally 
and informally-as we've gotten rolling. 
  
ITA Officials Task Force Members: Bob Booth, Cory Brooks, Carole Cox, Jane Goodman, Jaime Kenney, 
Anthony Montero, Darren Potkey, Richard Rogers, Brad Taylor, Mark Williams 
 
Sub-committees: 

• Rules - Brad Taylor 
• Curriculum - Anthony Montero 
• Measurements & Requirements - Jane Goodman 
• Delivery - Darren Potkey 
• Membership - Jaime Kenney 

 
As a reminder, all of you now should have completed your 2015 ITA Certification class through the USTA, 
which will leave you certified as an ITA Official through the end of 2016.  Our goal will be to roll out our 
2016 ITA Certification Classes in the fall of 2016, which will certify you for 2017. Stay tuned for that 
schedule as this process evolves. 
  
Please be on the lookout for updates as we move through this process.  We are extremely appreciative of 
this opportunity to work closely with all of you-you are a fantastic group! 



  
Sincerely, 
Erica 
  
Erica Perkins Jasper 
Chief Operating Officer 
Intercollegiate Tennis Association 
Office: 505.508.0367 
Mobile: 505.392.0866 
epjasper@itatennis.com 
 
 
Who is Working Higher Level Events Outside of the Section? 
 
Look at all the USTA Northern officials who are working professional events around the country. For more 
information on how you too can apply to work professional events, please contact Kristi Bushinski at 
Bushinski@northern.usta.com. 
 

• Ron Jacobus Jr. will be working the Women's Pro tournament $100K event in Midland, 
Mich. 
 

Way to go Northern Officials, keep up the great work! Please forward information for future newsletters to 
Kristi Bushinski at Bushinski@northern.usta.com. 
 
 
Happy Birthday to You! 
 
Happy Birthday to the following officials!  

• Tim Heck – January 27 
• Tim Wynne – February 16 
• Tony Stingley – March 16 

 
Getting To Know USTA Northern Official ... Jan Schreier 

Q. How long have you been an official? 
A. Since 2003 
 
Q. How and why did you get started? 
A. I started as a 40+ year-old ball kid for a Pro Circuit event that used to be held in St. Paul. (I talked my 
husband, Mark into doing it too).  We did that for a few years, then graduated to ball kid trainers. Through 
the years we got to know the officials who came in for the tournament from all over the country.  One day, 
I got to asking them, how do you become an official? 
 
Q. What has been your biggest highlight as an official? 
A. Doing night matches on Arthur Ashe stadium during the US Open. One time I got to call center serve 
for a Williams sisters doubles match, which is great because after you call the serve, you stand up and 
can watch the point. It was some of the most dominant and amazing tennis I've ever seen. I also had the 
distinction (since surpassed) of being on Ashe stadium during the latest match ever recorded there. It was 
a John Isner match, the same year he had that 60-game final set during Wimbledon. I guess he was into 
playing long matches that year. 
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Q. What are the best reasons to become an official? 
A. I love to see the up-and-comers - both on the Pro Circuit and closer to home. I like to see them play 
when they are young and watch them develop over time. I watch for their names during the Grand Slams 
just to see if they made it to the Quallies or Main Draw. 
 
Q. Why should someone else become an official? 
A. You need to do it for your own personal reason. Some do it to give back, some to learn the rules of 
tennis better, some enjoy watching juniors or shaping the game for them when they are young so they 
become good sportsmen.  
 
Q. What advice would you give young officials who are looking to advance to the professional 
level? 
A. Find someone who has been there who can make connections for you. I had a great mentor in Tim 
Kurtt who helped me navigate the process of bidding for tournaments and got me into places where I 
would be seen by the right people. I also had a great mentor in Martha Gregg, who was my trainer the 
first time calling lines, and Joe Buys who was an evaluator. They gave me great advice and hooked me 
up with other great linespeople who would continue to give me pointers throughout my career. They are 
making many changes in the professional level and local level with regards to training and evaluation. It is 
much more transparent than it used to be and will continue to become better over time. 

 
 

 


